TOM DAV, VIRGINIA, HEMRY A, WANMAN, CALIFORNIA.

. RAADING MINGEITY MEMBER
CHRISTOPHER SHAYS, COMNECGTICUT OME HUNDRED MINTH COMNGRESS TOM LANTOS, QALEFQRANIA
DAN BURTON, INDIANA LA IO BT VNS, MEW YO
ILEANA ROG.LEHTENEN, FLORIDA . EDOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK
SJOEHN M, MCHUGH, NEW YOAK PALIL E, RANJORSH]L FENNSYLYANA
JORM L. MG, ELORIDA @nngrgsﬁ ﬂt tbt mnlten %tat EE CARDLYS O, MALONEY, HEW ¥ORHE
GIL GUTKNECHT, MINNESOTA ELLIAH E. GUMMIUGS, MARYLAND
MARK E. SOUDER, INDIANA EE—‘E-‘HSJ ;:CINICH.{N'!O
STEVEN &. LaTOURETTE, GHIQ : AN K. BANIE, ILLINGES
TODD RUSSELL FLATTS. PENNSYLUANIA ﬁEUEB of I{Eprtﬁ’ﬁntﬂtm es Wht LAGY CLAY. MISSOUR)
CHELE CANMON, UTAM £ E. WA . CALFDANIA
JOHM J. BURGAN, JR., TENNESSEE STEBHEN F, LYNCH, MASSACHUSETTS
GANDICE MILLER, MIGHIGAN COMMITTEE OM GOVERMNM T CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, MARYLAND
e R o Ee e

ARRELL 1544, SALIFORNLA A DT :
NTAGIAA BROWTMWAITE, FLOAIDA 2157 RavBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING MARYLAND
KENA LARCHANT, TEA ELEANOR HCLMES hORTON

Y MAREHANT, TEXAS ] .
LY0N A WESTMCRELAND, GECRGIA WasHingTon, DC 20515-6143 GETRIGT OF GOLUMBLA
PATRIGK T, McHENRY, RCATH CARDLINA i -
CHARLES W, BENT, PENNSYLVANI, :T-:-?u:l: ﬁ:g;ﬁ;ﬁ ]
VERGINIA FRICE, NORTH CARDLING Meroraty (26 SE3-0051 BERNARD SANDERS, VEAMONT,

Y (200} BR5-£252 EREPERDENT
b

htipuireform.hause.gaov

Floor Statement of Rep. Henry A. Waxman on H.R. 3893
October 7, 2005

Mr. Speaker, the Republican leadership has done it. They have turned the House of Representatives
into a Banana Republic. We have a bill on the floor today that had no hearings. It had no subcommittee
markup. It was rushed to the committee without any attempt to find a compromise.

A few hours ago in the dark of night, the bill was rewritten. There isn’t one member who really
understands everything that is in this bill or understands what this bill will really do. But there are dozens
of cronies and special interest lobbyists smiling this morning because they know the fix is in. The
Republican leadership is so scared of open debate and the democratic process that they won’t allow the
bill’s provisions to be debated or amended. They only will permit one amendment to one of the most anti-
environmental, backward and intellectually dishonest bills that has ever come before the House.

And that may not be the worst of it. Because a Republican leadership is trying to do all of this in
the name of Katrina. America watched with horror as this hurricane struck. The damage was immense and
so was our responsibility in Congress to do all we can to help those who have been displaced rebuild their
lives. But that’s what makes this legislation so shameful. At a time of desperate need and profound
responsibility, the response of Washington Republicans is crass opportunism. The bill will not help a
single victim of Katrina. It will do nothing to lower gas prices. Instead, Washington Republicans are using
the devastation to stampede Congress into undermining our environmental laws. Exploitation is an ugly
word, but that is what this is.

I would urge members to vote against the rule. But more importantly, vote against this bill. Itisa
shameful piece of legislation. It is a legislative equivalent of price gouging and the American people
deserve better, and we can do better. | yield back the balance of my time.



